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await new settlers. New Orleans, the Metropolis of
Louisiana, is built on the east bank of the river; it
is of medium size, and the streets are in straight
lines; some of the houses are built of brick, and
others of wood. It is inhabited by French, Negroes,
and some Savages who are slaves; all these together
do not, it seemed to me, number more than twelve
hundred persons.®

The climate, although infinitely more bearable than
that of the islands, seems heavy to one who has
recently landed. If the country were less densely
wooded, especially on the side toward the sea, the
wind coming thence would penetrate inland and
greatly temper the heat. The soil is very good,
and nearly all kinds of vegetables grow very well in
it. There are splendid orange-trees; the people
cultivate indigo, maize in abundance, rice, potatoes,
cotton, and tobacco. The vine might succeed there;
at least I have seen some very good muscatel grapes.
The climate is too hot for wheat. Buckwheat, millet,
and oats grow very well. Poultry of all kinds are
raised, and horned cattle have multiplied consider-
ably. The forests are at present the chief and surest
source of revenue of many habitans; they obtain
from them quantities of lumber for building pur-
poses, which they manufacture easily and at slight
expense in the sawmills, which several persons
have erected.

You will observe that the land, thirty leagues
below the Town and for nearly the same distance
above it, is of peculiar formation. Throughout
nearly the whole country, the bank of a river is the
lowest spot; here, on the contrary, it is the highest.
From the river to the beginning of the Cypress



